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Austrian HIV-Cohort Study

• founded 2001 from 5 HIV-centres
• 2008 two more HIV-centres joined
• In total 7 HIV-centres in clinics or 

hospitals in Austria
• not member of the study are private  

doctors
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BASELINE CHARACTERISTICS
OF THIS STUDY



�Total number of patients: n= 1974
� 542 women (=27.5%)
� 1432 men (=72.5%)

�Patients included:
� HIV infection between 2001 and   

2009
� actually treated in the last 6 months



Age of the women

age at time of the first positive HIV test
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Age of the women

age at the time of data query
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How did the women become
infected with HIV?







CD4 cell counts



at time of infection



at time of data query



CD4 cell counts



Viral load (HIV RNA)



at time of infection



at time of data query



VIRAL LOAD (HIV RNA)



FEMALE-SPECIFIC RISK FACTORS 
FOR  

EARLY, LATE AND ADVANCED 

DIAGNOSIS



EARLY DIAGNOSES

primary HIV-infection 
(westernblot pattern or 
antigen/HIV RNA combined with 
clinical picture) 
or last negative test within 3 
years of the positive HIV test.



LATE DIAGNOSES

CD4 <200 cells/µl within 6 
months 
and/or AIDS within 3 months of 
the positive HIV test



ADVANCED DIAGNOSES

CD4 <350 cells/µl within 6 
months 
and/or AIDS within 3 months of 
the positive HIV test.



LATE DIAGNOSIS ON AVERAGE
• WOMEN 52.0%
• MEN       48.7%

ADVANCED DIAGNOSIS ON AVERAGE
• WOMEN 30.3%
• MEN       28.7%



COMPARISON 
OF WOMEN AND MEN



RISK FACTORS 
FOR  

LATE OR ADVANCED DIAGNOSIS

FOR WOMEN



AGE OF THE WOMEN

• LATE DIAGNOSES

• ADVANCED DIAGNOSES



AGE OF THE WOMEN



MODE OF TRANSMISSION



MODE OF TRANSMISSION

• LATE DIAGNOSES

• Similar risks for ADVANCED DIAGNOSES



SUMMARY

• Women of increasing age have a 
significantly higher risk for late or
advanced diagnosis

• Infected heterosexually

• Women from high prevalence areas



SUMMARY

• Number of women who receive a late or
advanced diagnosis
is increasing



I thank you for your attention
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